Dear Member of Parliament,
I am writing to share my serious concerns about the UK Government’s Universal Credit and Personal Independence Payment (PIP) Bill, which will be voted on next Tuesday, 1 July.
As a resident in your constituency, I am very worried about how this bill will affect my independence and rights as a disabled person. These rights are protected by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
I am asking you to vote against the unamended Bill and to support amendments which will make sure disabled people will continue to receive vital social security payments, which we need to survive.
[bookmark: _Int_qsdUotfW][bookmark: _Int_SxlaQhcl]The Bill says that to qualify for PIP someone must score at least 4 points on one daily living activity to receive PIP.  I have checked the list of points for each task to see what this actually means for people. Under these new rules, disabled people who need help to wash themselves, use the toilet or have to use a feeding tube to eat will not be able to get PIP. 
[bookmark: _Int_ZMLA2H4O]This makes me very angry and upset. The UK Government’s own estimates say 300,000 people - including 50,000 children - will fall into poverty after housing costs if these cuts go ahead.
These cuts also disregard disabled people’s rights under the UN Convention. In particular, the right to live independently and be included in the community (Article 19), the right to an adequate standard of living and social protection (Article 28), and the right to housing and rehabilitation (Article 26). 
Please remember, PIP is not about pushing people into work. It is a lifeline that helps disabled people keep their independence.
Many disabled people have carers who support them. These carers may get Carer’s Allowance. According to Carers UK, half of Carer’s Allowance claimants care for someone on PIP. If disabled people lose PIP, their carers could lose their Carer’s Allowance too. This would be devastating for disabled people.
In Scotland, disabled people receive Adult Disability Payment instead of PIP. But cuts to PIP will mean less money for the Scottish Government to spend on ADP under the Barnett Formula. 
The Bill cuts the health element by 50% for new claimants and freezes it for existing ones. Given that disabled people are already more likely to experience poverty, these changes compound the violation of our rights and financial independence. 
Voting for this Bill means that you will be supporting to push disabled people in Scotland into poverty and violating our rights to social security and personal independence. Please vote for amendments which will support disabled people, rather than disadvantage them. When it comes to the final vote at second reading, please vote against the Bill if these important amendments are not included.
I look forward to your response and will be looking closely to see how you cast your vote next week.
Yours sincerely
